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Commission Recommends No Increase in State Aid 


Eight definite recommendations regarding 
state aid for education are contained in the 
report of the New York State Commission on 
State Aid to Municipal Subdivisions submitted 
on February Ist to the Governor and the Legis- 
lature. The following general comment pre- 
ceded these recommendations in the report of 
the commission : 


No system of state aid for education can 
operate with success under the system of school 
district organization that exists in much of the 
rural area. If the State is to continue to par- 
ticipate to so great a degree in financing the 
educational offering, it must insist that the 
school districts be so organized that reasonable 
educational and administrative standards can be 
attained. In the absence of such a reorganiza- 
tion, any action in the direction of modifying 
the system of state aid for schools will be 
largely futile. Every competent student of the 
problem who appeared before us testified to the 
truth of these assertions. Steps should be taken 
at once to accomplish a reorganization. 

The eight recommendations and excerpts from 
explanatory statements in the report follow: 

IV It is recommended that the State Board 
of Regents be directed to set up a special organ- 
isation to prepare a comprehensive plan for the 
reorganization of school districts within the 
State and to promulgate such plan when pre- 
pared ; and that a suitable appropriation be made 
io finance the task. 

This will affect the rural areas primarily. 
Most of the rural districts are too small to 
achieve economy in operation or to offer an 
adequate educational program, and there is 
ample evidence that the generous state-aid policy 
to one-teacher schools has contributed to their 
survival. The even more generous central rural 
school aid is at present promoting consolidation, 
but the consolidations in many cases are not in 
harmony with a well- considered plan; moreover, 
the aid is often excessive and often bears little 
relation to needs. 

No substantial improvement of the system of 
state aid for schools can be accomplished until 
the districts themselves are reorganized. ... 


V It is recommended that, pending the com- 
pletion of the survey of the educational system 
of the State recently inaugurated by the State 
Board of Regents, the sum total of state aid 
for schools shall not be increased above the 
figure included in the executive budget for the 
fiscal year 1936-37 ; if this limitation results in 
a decrease in state aid, as calculated for the 
equalisation quota, the adjustment shall be made 
by increasing the local contribution to the $1500 
and $1900 minima from .6 mill to whatever 
amount is necessary to reduce state aid by the 
required amount. 


An extensive investigation of the public edu- 
cation system of New York State under the 
auspices of the State Board of Regents is now 
under way and it is believed advisable to hold 
the total amount of state aid at its present level 
until such time as the findings of that committee 
are available, in the hope that they may serve 
as the basis for a thorough-going revision of 
state aid for schools. The adjustment through 
variations in the present .6 mill rate is recom- 
mended in preference to a percentage reduction 
in order not to penalize the less prosperous dis- 
tricts and to maintain the equalizing character 
of the present formula. 

VI It is recommended that for the present no 
changes be made in the form of the state equal- 
ization aid to districts other than one-teacher 
districts, except (1) that the condition that these 
districts shall spend a sum equal to the yield of 
a 5-mill tax from their own resources be aban- 
doned and (2) that the $425 minimum be 
abandoned. 

No increase in state aid for these districts is 
recommended because the existing aid is deemed 
to be adequate, and sometimes generous. . . . 
Also, no decrease is recommended, unless the 
total equalization quota shall exceed the amount 
recommended in the executive budget, because 
there is no evidence that state aid has induced 
serious extravagance in these districts. On the 
contrary, there is every indication that state-aid 
money for these districts has been better spent 
than aid for other types of school districts and 
aid for highways and general use. . . . 
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The present equalization aid is designed pri- 
marily to provide a minimum educational offer- 
ing throughout the State at uniform cost to the 
taxpayers. Thus the State provides the differ- 
ence between a fixed standard expenditure and 
the yield of a .6 mill tax. This aid also has 
the effect of forcing the wealthy districts to 
provide a better education than the less wealthy 
districts by requiring the expenditure of a sum 
equivalent to the yield of a 4.4 mill tax over 
and above the $1500 and $1900 minima (toward 
which the local district has contributed a sum 
equivalent to a .6 mill tax). This 4.4 mill 
margin entails a substantial, but widely varying 
expenditure in excess of the equalization 
standard. 

For the ‘State as a whole the expenditures 
which are now required over and above the 
$1500 and $1900 minima in order to qualify for 
full state aid amount to more than 100 million 
dollars. If the 5-mill requirement is abandoned 
this qualifying expenditure will be correspond- 
ingly reduced. Actual expenditure would prob- 
ably decline little, however, since most of the 
districts concerned are either contributing a 
good deal more than the required minimum 5 
mills or getting along with the minimum state 
aid and a lower tax. Very few seem to be ex- 
pending the 5-mill equivalent merely to fulfil 
the requirements for full state aid. 

The total amount of state aid would be in- 
creased by this change, since a few districts now 
levying too small a tax to receive anything but 
the minimum would automatically qualify for 
a larger sum. This is true, however, of only 
a few of the smaller districts. All of the cities, 
and the vast majority of the villages and union 
free school districts have regularly qualified for 
more than the minimum. The sum involved is 
estimated at approximately 1.9 million dollars. 

The abolition of the $425 minimum would to 
some extent counterbalance the additional cost 
to the State of meeting the full equalization aid 
in those districts which have failed to contribute 
enough themselves to qualify for full aid. The 
saving is estimated at $500,000. The $425 mini- 
mum should be abolished because, if the equal- 
ization principle is sound, there is no justification 
for not carrying it to the point where a few 
wealthy districts might receive no aid at all. ... 
The minimum should not be abandoned, how- 
i unless the 5-mill requirement is abandoned 
also. 


VII It ts recommended that the building and 
“double” aids for central rural schools be 
suspended for consolidations not yet effectuated. 

It is apparent that rural consolidation is de- 
sirable. It should, however, conform to a well- 
considered plan for the entire State. Until this 
is available, it is advisable to suspend further 
consolidations. Certainly the State should not 
commit itself to further payments on the present 
basis, which is unduly generous and bears very 
little relation to the ability of the districts to 
support themselves or to their expenditure 
requirements. ., , 
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VIII Jt is recommended that the aid for con- 
solidated districts on the pre-equalisation basis 
be abolished. 

When the equalization aid was adopted the 
consolidated districts were guaranteed a sum 
equal to what they would have received under 
the old system. In 1932, the number of districts 
which found the old system more advantageous 
was 193, and the total aid received was $311,000. 
If these districts had been receiving aid on the 
new basis they would have received about 
$100,000 less... . 

IX Jt is recommended that the aid to 
teacher districts be continued in its present form 
until the suggested reorganisation of districts 
can be effected; but the State Department of 
Education should be given the authority (and 
the staff to exercise it) to withhold all state aid 
where the children in any given district can be 
transported, reasonably, to another district, with 
a saving in costs or with improvement in the 
educational offering; $425 mini- 
mum in such districts should be abandoned. 

Since reorganization is the ultimate solution 
of the one-teacher district, and since some time 
must elapse before the proposed plan for the 
State as a whole will be available, it is reason- 
able to make no drastic change in the existing 
system until such a plan is in effect. Mean- 
while, however, there is every reason for extend- 
ing the control in the existing districts to insure 
more effective expenditure of state money. The 
existing organization would seem to be fairly 
adequate, although some additional assistance 
will be required. 


one- 


moreover the 


X It is recommended that the transportation 
aid be made to comprise reimbursement for 50 
per cent of “approved expenditure” only, a 
reasonable standard being set for essential costs. 

After reorganization of districts this should 
be included in the equalization aid, a higher 
standard of expenditure being set, if necessary. 
Meanwhile it would seem to be desirable to con- 
tinue the present system with due control over 
contracts. Incorporating the transportation aid 
in the present equalization quota, or putting it 
on an independent equalization base would in- 
volve setting up a new standard, however, for 
districts where transportation is a factor, and 
is probably not justified if complete reorganiza- 
tion is to be effected in a short time. 


XI /t is recommended that the dates of pay- 
ment of school aid moneys be revised as follows: 
one-fourth of estimated aid, September 15; one- 
fourth of estimated aid, December 15; remain- 
der, March 15. 


This is in accordance with the wishes of State 
Department of Education officials. It will assist 


the districts to receive the payments at earlier 
dates than at present, 


and the three payments 
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will prevent large sums from being in the hands 
of district treasurers at any one time. It is 
necessary. that the earlier payments be estimated 
since it is impossible to determine the exact 
sum due until late in the year. 

The commission was appointed by the Gover- 
nor in accordance with chapter 184 of the laws 
of 1935. The members of the commission are: 
George McAneny, chairman; Ralph Jonas, 
George MacDonald, Charles A. Miller, Nathan 
L. Miller, John C. Traphagen and George S. 
Van Schaick. Robert Murray Haig was direc- 
tor of research for the commission. 
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Charles W. Clark Is Head 
of Vocational Association 


At the recent annual convention of the New 
York State Vocational Association held in 
Syracuse, Charles W. Clark, Schenectady direc- 
tor of vocational education, was elected president 
of the association for 1936. The New York 
State Vocational Association is a professional 
organization covering the work of 6000 teachers 
of the State. A group of educational depart- 
ments make up the association, comprising: in- 
dustrial arts, homemaking, agricultural educa- 
tion, commercial education, trade and industrial 
education, adult education, industrial teacher- 
training technical education, vocational guidance 
and institutional training. The retiring presi- 
dent is Donald M. Kidd, director of vocational 
education in Syracuse. 

Mr Clark became interested early in indus- 
trial arts as a student in the Manual Training 
High School of Brooklyn. He completed his 
work for a college degree at Colgate University 
and followed it with graduate work at Syracuse 
University, Cornell University and New York 
State College for Teachers at Albany. He 
holds a B. S. and an M. A. degree and has 
taken work leading toward the degree of doctor 
of philosophy. 

He was for seven years instructor in indus- 
trial arts in the North High School of Syracuse 
and later educational director of the Brown- 
Lipe-Chapin Gear Plant, manufacturers of 
differential gears for automobiles. Since 1920 
he has been connected with the Schenectady 


schools. 
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Commissioner Speaks at 
Dedication of Endicott School 


Speaking at the dedication of the George H. 
Nichols School in Endicott on February 7th, 
Commissioner of Education Frank P. Graves 
paid tribute to the citizens of the community, 
for providing such adequate school accommo- 
dations, to the president of the board of edu- 
cation, in whose honor the school is named, and 
to Superintendent of Schools Herbert H. 
Crumb, for his able administration of the school 
system for the past 23 years. The Vice 
Chancellor of the Board of Regents, Dr 
Thomas J. Mangan of Binghamton, was also 
a guest of honor at the ceremony. 

The school has been named the George H. 
Nichols School in recognition of the long and 
able service of the president of the board of 
education. Mr Nichols was formerly president 
of the village. He is completing his 24th year 
as a member of the board of education and his 
tenth year as president of the board. 

The school is situated on an elevation over- 
looking the village and the site consists of an 
entire block, allowing space for additions to the 
building and for playground purposes. Erected 
at a cost of $300,000, the building contains 26 
regular classrooms, a kindergarten, a library, a 
principal’s office, a room for teachers, a clinic, 
a room for corrective gymnastics and a com- 
bination auditorium and gymnasium. 


Radio Programs 


The program for the February 25th to March 
10th radio talks on rural education and rural 
life, sponsored by the Rural Education Division 
of the State Education Department and broad- 
cast from Station WGY at Schenectady on 
Tuesdays at 12.45 p. m., follows: 

February 25th, Senator Joe R. Hanley, “Func- 
tions and Services of the Town Officers of New 
York State” 

March 3d, Dr A. C. Flick, “ We, Too, Are 
Ancestors ” 

March 10th, Dr D. H. Newland, State Geolo- 
gist, New York State Museum, “ Ground Water 
and Rural Wells” 
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John Lord O’Brian Reelected to Board of Regents 


Regent John Lord O'Brian, of Buffalo, was 
reelected to the Board of Regents of The Uni- 
versity of the State of New York by the Legis- 
lature in joint session on February 12th. 

Regent O'Brian has been a member of the 
Board since 1930 when he was elected for the 





Regent O'Brian 


unexpired term of the late Vice Chancellor 
Adelbert Moot. He has given effective service 
to the educational interests of the State and is 
at present chairman of the Regents committee 
on teacher education and certification and a 
member of the committee on State Library and 
State Museum, and finance and administration. 

A native of Buffalo, Regent O’Brian was 
graduated from the Buffalo public schools and 
after receiving the degree of bachelor of arts 
in 1896 at Harvard University he received the 
degree of bachelor of laws from the University 
of Buffalo in 1898. Hobart College conferred 
upon him the honorary degree of doctor of laws 
in 1916. 

He has been engaged in the practice of law 
in Buffalo since 1898 and has given largely of 
his time and efforts to public service. He was 


a member of the New York State Assembly 
for three terms from 1907 to 1909. President 
Theodore Roosevelt appointed him United 
States Attorney for the western district of New 
York in 1909 and he held this office for nearly 
six years. He was a delegate at large to the 
New York State Constitutional Convention in 
1915. From 1917 to 1919 he was special assis- 
tant to the Attorney General of the United 
States, in charge of war work. In 1926 he was 
vice chairman of the state reorganization com- 
mission. From 1929 to 1933 he was special 
assistant to the Attorney General of the United 
States. The government of Belgium honored 
him by conferring the decoration of Officer of 
the Order of Leopold II. 

Regent O’Brian is a director of the Equitable 
Life Assurance Society and was trustee of the 
University of Buffalo from 1903 to 1929. 


———_y —— 


Michigan College Offers 
Scholarship to This State 

The Michigan Coilege of Mining and Tech- 
nology at Houghton is offering again this year 
to a high school pupil from this State a scholar- 
ship remitting the matriculation and tuition fees 
for the regular four-year course in engineering. 
The authorities at the college request that the 
pupil recommended by the principal for this 
scholarship be in the upper half of his class and 
that he be in every way a worthy and deserving 
pupil. 

The Michigan College of Mining and Tech- 
nology requires 15 units of work for admission. 
These 15 units should include a minimum of 
3 units of English, 1% units of algebra, 1% 
units of geometry, covering plane, solid and 
spherical geometry, and 1 unit of physics. The 
remaining units may be selected by the applicant. 
Not more than two units of vocational training 
may be offered. 

Nominations for this scholarship may be sub- 
mitted by any high principal to Dr 
George M. Wiley, Assistant Commissioner for 
Secondary Education, up to May 1, 1936. The 
transcript of the high school record must be 
submitted by the principal making the nomina- 
tion. The Commissioner of Education will act 
upon these applications and make the recommen- 
dation for the New York State scholarship 
about June 1, 1936. 


school 
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Dr A. S. Downing, Former 


Dr Augustus S. Downing, who retired in 1927 
as Deputy Commissioner of Education after 
more than a half century of service in the edu- 
cational field, died on February 5th at his home 
in Albany. He made a distinguished record in 
his long, successful effort to improve the State’s 
professional standards. He was 79 years old. 





Dr Augustus S. Downing 


Doctor Downing was born October 18, 1856, 
in Baltimore, Md. He was graduated in 1874 
from Pennsylvania College at Gettysburg. His 
first teaching experience was in Wayne and 
Monroe counties in this State. In 1890 he was 
appointed institute conductor by Dr Andrew S. 
Draper, then Superintendent of Public Instruc- 
tion in this State and later Commissioner of 
Education. He was state supervisor of insti- 
tutes and training classes from 1894 to 1898. 
In 1898 Doctor Downing was appointed princi- 
pal of the New York Training School for 
Teachers, a position he held until 1904. Upon 
the unification of the Board of Regents and the 
State Department of Public Instruction in 1904, 
Doctor Draper, who returned as Commissioner 
of Education, recalled Doctor Downing to the 
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Deputy Commissioner, Dies 


Department, appointing him Third Assistant 
Commissioner in charge of elementary education. 
In 1908 he was appointed Assistant Commis- 
sioner for Higher Education and Director of 
Professional Education, and in 1926, in recog- 
nition of. his long and valuable service to the 
State, the Board of Regents named him Deputy 
Commissioner of Education. 

Doctor Downing was credited with having 
been primarily responsible for the enactment of 
what is known as the University Scholarship 
Law, which commits the State to the support 
of higher education. 

During his service as Third Assistant Com- 
missioner and his recommendation, high 
school graduation was made the standard for 
admission to the normal schools and the normal 
school courses study were changed from 
academic to strictly professional courses; re- 
quirements for the licensing of teachers were 
completely revised; a syllabus for elementary 
schools was prepared; the scope of the work in 
teachers training classes and training schools 
was enlarged; and the whole system of elemen- 
tary education was coordinated and systematized. 

Doctor Downing was best known and widely 
respected as an authority on professional edu- 
cation. He directed the revision of professional 
laws requiring thorough training for admission 
to the professions and the annual registration of 
those duly licensed in the professions. 

Doctor Downing held the following degrees: 
A.B. and A.M. from Pennsylvania College; 
LL.D. from Syracuse University and Muhlen- 
berg College; L.H.D. from Pennsylvania Col- 
lege; and Pd.D. from the New York State 
College for Teachers at Albany. 

He served as secretary of the Association of 
Colleges in the State of New York, and as 


on 


of 


chairman of the committee on selection of 
Rhodes scholars from New York State. He 


was an honorary member of the Dental Facul- 
ties Association of American Universities, New 
York State Dental Society and the Certified 
Public Accountants Association and belonged to 
the National Education Association, the Na- 
tional Council of Education and Phi Beta 
Kappa. 

The funeral was held on February 7th at his 
home. Honorary pallbearers were: Chancellor 
James Byrne, Vice Chancellor Thomas J. 

(Concluded on page 103) 
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The University of the State of New York 
Bulletin to the Schools 





Issued semimonthly during the school year by 
the State Education Department 











Cuar_es F. Proses, Editor 








This bulletin is sent without charge to all schools and 
educational institutions of the State. To others it will 
be mailed postpaid for 50 cents a year, 5 cents for 
single copies. 

Entered as second-class matter September 30, 1914, 
at the post office at Albany, Y., under the act of 
August 24, 1912. Acceptance for mailing at special 
rate of postage provided for in section 1103, act of 
October 3, 1917, authorized July 19, 1918, 





FEBRUARY 15, 1936 
Regents Extol Services of 
Halliday and Crittenden 

Resolutions of appreciation for the services 
of Clark W. Halliday and Lee W. Crittenden, 
whose deaths were recorded in the February Ist 
issue of the Bulletin to the Schools, were 
adopted by the Board of Regents at its meeting 
on February 14th. The resolution regarding 
Mr Halliday reads as follows: 

Voted, That the Board of Regents has heard 
with great sorrow of the death of Clark W. 
Halliday, formerly Assistant Commissioner of 
Education for Finance, and desires to record 
the indebtedness of the State and its educational 
forces for the careful performance of his duties 
and the improvement of financial administration 
in the schools during a period of 34 years, and 
to extend its deep sympathy to his wife and 
daughter. 

Reporting his death to the Regents, Commis- 
sioner of Education Frank P. Graves said: 
“He served the State faithfully and efficiently 
for 34 years. ... He was everywhere recognized 
as a man of the strictest integrity and was very 
greatly beloved by all.” 

Of Mr Crittenden the Regents resolution said : 

Voted, That the Board of Regents has 
learned with deep regret that Director Critten- 
den of the Cobleskill School of Agriculture has 
passed suddenly from this life and wishes to 
send to his wife and children grateful apprecia- 
tion of the work he has performed and deep 
sympathy in their loss. 

In his report to the Board on the death of 
Mr Crittenden Commissioner Graves said that 
the late director of the State School of Agri- 
culture at Cobleskill throughout his term of 
service “proved to be zealous in the develop- 
ment of the school, faithful to the State and 
conscientious in fulfilling every detail that would 
produce the greatest values for the students and 
farm patrons.” 
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Regents Regret Passing of 
A. Glenni Bartholomew 


The Board of Regents at its meeting on 
February 14th recorded its sorrow at the death 
of A. Glenni Bartholomew, president of the 
board of trustees of the University of Buffalo 
and secretary of the board of visitors of the 
State Teachers College at Buffalo. A tribute 
to Mr Bartholomew was paid by Regent John 
Lord O’Brian, who recounted Mr Bartholo- 
mew’s service for 20 years without compensa- 
tion, as a member of the faculty of the Buffalo 
Law School, the part he played in the Liberty 
Loan drives and as one of the most active 
leaders in campaigns to raise funds for the Uni- 
versity of Buffalo. “The State Teachers Col- 
lege and the University of Buffalo,” said Regent 
O’Brian “have lost a wise counselor and friend. 
The city will find no citizen who can completely 
fill his place and the cause of higher education 
in the state at large must also suffer as the 
result of his passing.” 


soe bie 
Boys’ and Girls’ Week 
Boys’ and Girls’ Week will be observed 


nationally from April 25th to May 2d. The 
program focuses attention upon boys and girls 
and their problems and seeks to enlist the co- 
operation of all agencies and individuals in a 
program for the development and preservation 
of character in the coming generation. 


—_——Q-———— 


Albany Veterans Will Retire 


A ruling by the Albany board of education 
fixing 70 years as the mandatory retirement age 
limit for teachers will cause 12 members of the 
staff, including three principals, to relinquish 
their duties in June. Among those affected by 
the order is Patrick H. McQuade, principal of 
School 21, who is 92 years of age and who has 
a service record of 71 years. The other princi- 
pals are Mary C. Hughes, of School 17, and 
Etta F. Miles, of School 22. 


a 


Ray P. Snyder, Director of the Rural Edu- 
cation Division of the Department, gave the 


principal address at the dedication of the 
Putnam Valley Central School on Decem- 
ber 14th. 
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(Concluded from page 101) 

Mangan, Regents William J. Wallin and Grant 
C. Madill; Judge William Bondy, a former 
Regent; Commissioner of Education Frank P. 
Graves, Deputy Commissioner Ernest E. Cole, 
Herbert J. Hamilton, Chief of the Professional 
Examinations Bureau of the Department; Dr 
Minor J. Terry, secretary of the State Board 
of Dental Examiners; Dr Harold Rypins, secre- 
tary of the State Board of Medical Examiners ; 
Dr John H. Finley, former Commissioner of 
Education; Dr Nicholas Murray Butler, presi- 
dent of Columbia University; Dr Henry L. 
Taylor, former associate in the Higher Educa- 
tion Division of the Department; Dr Alfred S. 
Walker, member of the State Board of Dental 
Examiners; Warren L. Bradt, former secretary 
of the State Board of Pharmacy Examiners; 
Dr Edgar Vander Veer and Dr John L. 
Brookman. 

The Board of Regents at its meeting on 
February 14th expressed its gratitude for the 
effective service of Doctor Downing in develop- 
ing higher and professional education in this 
State and extended sincere sympathy to his 
family. Reporting the death to the Board of 
Regents Commissioner of Education Frank P. 
Graves traced briefly Doctor Downing’s long 
service to education and concluded: “He was 
highly esteemed as the man who probably uid 
more than any other to establish the high 
standard of training for the professions that 
prevails in the State of New York.” 


——_0-—_——_ 


Former Mathematics Supervisor 
in Department Is Dead 


Elmer E. Arnold, who from 1911 to 1919 
was supervisor of mathematics in the Examina- 
tions and Inspections Division of the State 
Education Department, died on January 13th in 
Schenectady. He was 63 years old. A gradu- 
ate of Colgate and Brown universities, Mr 
Arnold held positions as vice principal of the 
New Paltz State Normal School, superin- 
tendent of schools at Pelham and teacher in 
Schenectady. He was the coauthor of several 
mathematics textbooks. 


—— Qe 
The journalism class of the Binghamton 
Night School publishes The Night School 


News, a paper printed by the printing class 
pupils of the Binghamton Central High School. 
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Regents Make Appointments 
to Advisory Councils 


The Board of Regents of The University of 
the State of New York at its meeting on Febru- 
ary 14th in Albany appointed Dr William O. 
Hotchkiss, president of the Rensselaer Poly- 
technic Institute, a member of the New York 
State Museum Council for a term of five years. 
The Board named Grace A. Allison of Troy a 
member of the Nurse Advisory Council to suc- 
ceed Dr T. Dwight Sloan of New York, who 
has resigned. Andrew Cook, of Kingston, and 
Bruyn Hasbrouck, of New Paltz, were named 
members of the board of visitors of the New 
Paltz State Normal School to fill the vacancies 
caused by the deaths of Vincent A. Gorman 
and Clark W. Halliday. 

At its January meeting the Board of Regents 
appointed Thomas F. Conway, of Plattsburg, a 
member of the board of visitors of the Platts- 
burg State Normal School to succeed Mrs 
Katharine W. Kellogg, resigned, and appointed 
Mary G. McPherson, of Schenectady, a member 
of the Nurse Advisory Council. 

Recent actions on secondary school matters 
include the admission to the University of the 


following schools: Wellington C. Mepham 
School, of Bellmore, as a school of middle 
grade, one year; Onondaga Central School, 


South Onondaga, middle grade, three years; 
Kew Forest School, Forest Hills, as a high 
school. The East Rockaway Union School was 
advanced from middle grade, two years, to 
middle grade, three years, and the Academy of 
St Ursula, Kingston, was likewise advanced 
from middle grade, two years, to middle grade, 
three years. The grade of the Van Antwerp 
School in Niskayuna was changed from middle 
grade, one year, to junior high school grade, 
and that of the Dayton Union School, from 
middle grade, three years, to middle grade, one 
year. 
— 

The New York City board of education has 
named Alfred S. Roberts principal of Newtown 
High School to succeed Dr James D. Dilling- 
ham, who retired last June. Mr Roberts has 
been principal of Junior High School 125, 
Queens, for the past eight years. He was prin- 
cipal of Public School 84, Queens, from 1922 
to 1928, and prior to that taught in Public 
School 19, Manhattan, High School of Com- 
merce and DeWitt Clinton High School. 
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Building Plans Approved 

Building plans approved by the School Build- 
ings and Grounds Division of the Department 
include the following: 

Hamburg, addition and alterations to high 
school, $72,000; approved January 13th 

Mamaroneck, repairs to Barry Avenue School, 
$1820; approved January 17th 

Mamaroneck, repairs and alterations to Daniel 
Warren School, $1209; approved January 17th 

Mamaroneck, repairs to Frederick E. Bellows 
High School, $657; approved January 17th 

Jamestown, new Cole avenue grade school, 
202,500; approved January 21st 

Limestone, new grade and high school build- 
ing, $132,400; approved January 29th 

Woodmere, addition to grade school building, 
$219,500; approved January 29th 

Horicon, addition to grade and high school 
building, $67,400; approved January 29th 

Dryden, excavation, grading and sewage dis- 
posal (first unit of work) P. W. A.; approved 
January 29th 

Morrisville, excavation and rough grading 
(first unit of work) P. W. A.; approved Febru- 
ary Ist 

Union Springs, excavation and rough grading 
(first unit of work) P. W. A.; approved Febru- 
ary lst 

Amherst, addition to central high school, 
$263,636; approved February Ist 

Ogdensburg, excavation and rough grading 
for grade and high school (first unit of work) 
P. W.A.; approved February Ist 

Fort Covington, fire escape on high school, 
$625; approved February Ist 


—_o—_—_- 


Teachers Given Blotters 
Listing Cardinal Objectives 


Blotters upon which are printed the cardinal 
objectives in elementary education have been 
provided for all elementary school teachers in 
the city of Utica by a local savings bank. The 
bank has developed a program of thrift in the 
city including school savings activities and 
provided the blotters at no expense to the school 
authorities. It is expected that in the daily use 
of these blotters all the objectives of elementary 
education will become better fixed in the minds 
of the teachers. 
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Scholarships Announced 


for Government Training 

The National Institute of Public Affairs has 
announced that approximately 30 scholarship 
appointments will be made for the 1936-37 
Federal Government internship training pro- 
gram. Through this program the institute is 
endeavoring to increase the attention and devo- 
tion to public affairs of the youth of America, 
to help in the development of higher standards 
and career opportunities in government adminis- 
tration, and to add to the academic preparation 
for public service the experience of working 
with government officials holding positions of 
responsibility. 

The internship training program will include: 
(a) experience as unsalaried full-time assistants 
to Federal Government officials, arranged by 
the institute; (>) round-table discussions each 
week with legislators, administrators, press cor- 
respondents, lobbyists, business men and educa- 
(c) if desired by the individual intern 
and approved by director, 
graduate seminars and courses in the field of 
government administration, factual economics, 
administrative use of statistics, and related sub- 
jects; (d) individual supervision by the educa- 
tional director of the intern’s work with the 
Government, of his participation in discussion 
groups and seminars, of his economic and 
administrative studies, of his written reports or 
theses, in order that his experience may be 
guided and coordinated. 


tors ; 
the educational 


Two leading universities have already de- 
termined that a year’s internship with the 
institute will be accorded a full year’s credit 
toward a graduate degree, and that the report 
of the intern upon the conclusion of his training 
at Washington will be acceptable, if worthy, as 
a thesis in partial fulfilment of the degree. 

Only college graduates of high standing and 
character are accepted. Full particulars regard- 
ing eligibility requirements and application 
blanks can be obtained from the Scholarship 
Committee, National Institute of Public Affairs, 
400 Investment Building, Washington, D. C. 
To be considered for the 1936-37 appointments, 
applications must reach the Scholarship Com- 
mittee not later than March 16, 1936. 
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